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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
REALITY TELEVISION SHOWS often highlight the 
worst in human behavior, from screaming housewives 
to scheming D-list celebrities. But at least one show 
aims to catch people at their best, doing what’s right 
by standing up for others. 
ABC’s “What Would You Do?” features actors 
playing out awkward or immoral situations while 
cameras record how unknowing 
bystanders respond. Will they inter-
vene and stand up for what is right? 
Often they do.
The program, hosted by John 
Quiñones, recently held a contest 
inviting viewers to submit their ideas 
for a scenario to be presented on the 
show. Out of 12,000 entries, one of 
the !ve submissions chosen was that 
of Amy Saffell ’04. 
Saffell, who was born with spina 
bi!da and has used a wheelchair her 
entire life, suggested a scenario in 
which a young woman in a wheelchair 
is harassed in a grocery store by a 
well-meaning but condescending 
fellow shopper. Such treatment is one 
of the many frustrations Saffell has 
encountered, but as a regular viewer 
of the show she says that the only 
episode she’d seen dealing with wheelchair issues 
was one about handicap parking. 
“Not a week goes by when I don’t experience 
someone thinking that I’m far less capable than I really 
am,” Saffell wrote in a piece for ABC.com. She thought 
viewers should see how people in wheelchairs want 
— and do not want — to be treated, and thought a 
feature bringing those issues to light would be a great 
!t for “What Would You Do?”
ABC agreed. After receiving Saffell’s submission 
in November, they called her in early February and 
invited her to New York for the taping of her segment, 
which aired February 22. Saffell and her mother 
enjoyed !ve days in the Big Apple, taking in Times 
Square, 5th Avenue, Tiffany’s, “LIVE! With Regis and 
Kelly,” and Driving Miss Daisy with Vanessa Redgrave 
and Morgan Freeman. 
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often assume she is younger or less capable than she 
really is. But she says she faced few problems during her 
Furman years. As manager for the men’s basketball team, 
she says she felt very much accepted, and recalls a time 
when the players were moving some equipment and 
asked her to carry three basketballs. Needing two hands 
to wheel her chair, it was dif!cult, but she did it, and was 
glad that the players just assumed 
she could.
Many of the bystanders in the 
“What Would You Do?” segment 
made the same assumption, 
stepping in and telling the conde-
scending woman to leave the 
actress portraying Saffell alone. 
Responses to the show have 
been gratifying, Saffell says. People 
with disabilities have contacted 
her via Facebook, saying, “Thank 
you. This is my story too.” Even the 
actress playing the harasser said she 
learned a lot from the episode.
Saffell hopes that the show 
will help increase the public’s 
understanding of how individuals 
with disabilities can be capable 
and independent. She’s a perfect 
example: She lives alone, drives her 
own car, and works in sales and marketing for EMI, 
a Christian record label near Nashville, Tenn.
Saffell, who was Ms. Wheelchair Tennessee 2007, 
spends much of her free time volunteering with an 
organization for disabled youth, helping kids gain inde-
pendence and self-con!dence. But she is also changing 
perceptions “just by getting out there,” she says.
“Whether it’s advocacy work or going to the 
grocery or out to dinner, it’s just showing people 
you can do all the day-to-day things everyone else 
can do,” she says.
Visit http://abcnews.go.com/WhatWouldYouDo
to see Saffell’s story.
— JESSICA MILLER KELLEY
The author, a 2003 graduate, is a magazine and book 
editor in Nashville. Photo by Lou Rocco/ABC News.
Saffell, a communication studies major at Furman, 
also spent time before and during the trip advising the 
producers of “What Would You Do?” on how her story 
should work. “They wanted a lot of speci!c input,” she 
says. “They were careful to handle the situation with as 
much respect as possible. It was gratifying to know the 
issue was being taken seriously.”
Saffell watched the !lming of her story from 
a back room as an actress in a wheelchair was greeted 
cheerfully by another actress playing a naïve and over-
zealous “Samaritan.” 
“What is your name?” the woman asked brightly. 
“How old are you?” Speaking as one would to a small 
child, the woman patted the wheelchair-bound actress’ 
head, gushed over her, and insisted on pushing her 
wheelchair and carrying her groceries for her. 
“This is stuff you’ve really heard?” an incredulous 
Quiñones asked Saffell.
Yes, it is. One incident Saffell recalls was a woman 
in an airport who insisted on pushing her to the rest-
room, yelling all the way for people to move, and then 
asking Saffell’s mother once they were near the stall, 
“Aren’t you going to help her?” 
Saffell, who’ll be 29 in June, says that people 
Clifford Guy Archibald, Jr. ’63, 
January 16, Glendale, Ariz. After service in 
the U.S. Army he moved to Arizona, where 
he was an electrical contractor and a 
member of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers. He was an avid 
golfer and played in senior tournaments.
David Otis Tomlinson ’64, January 10, 
Baltimore, Md. For 27 years he was 
a civilian professor of American literature 
at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. 
He was also an ordained deacon in the 
Episcopal church.
William B. Foster, Sr., M.A. ’65, 
December 24, Spartanburg, S.C. An Air 
Force veteran, he was attached to the 
airborne paratrooper units during World 
War II, participating in the D-Day invasion 
and also the invasion of southern France. 
Following the war he served as air base 
director of personnel and squadron 
commander, among other duties. He 
retired from the Air Force as a major 
in 1960 after 21 years of service. After 
earning a degree in secondary education 
and a master’s in public administration, he 
taught for 23 years in Spartanburg County.
Robert Cheatwood Fay ’68, October 
27, Marietta, Ga. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of the Vietnam War and was 
a recipient of the Bronze Star. After he 
returned to the States he began a teaching 
career at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School 
in Atlanta, where he remained for 40 years. 
A talented gymnast during his Furman 
days, he is credited with starting the HIES 
gymnastics team and helping to start the 
school’s baseball program. He was also 
an accomplished magician.
Robert Henry Patterson ’69, December 
23, Chesapeake, Va. He was a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation special agent, 
working undercover for the Violent Crimes 
Squad while assigned to !eld of!ces 
in New Orleans, La., and Philadelphia, 
Pa. While working in Norfolk, Va., he 
was an investigator in the White Collar 
Crimes Program before assuming the 
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role of training coordinator, in which he 
established liaisons with local and state law 
enforcement partners. He retired in 2004.
Elizabeth Webster Frye, M.A. ’70, 
January 13, Whispering Pines, N.C. In 
the early years of her career she taught 
English and history in public schools before 
becoming a counselor. She was part of the 
Moore County Interagency Council in the 
1970s and chaired the Parent Education 
Committee. She was a longtime member 
of Beta Tau chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa 
education sorority and, as a member 
of the Scholarship Committee, was 
instrumental in initiating and sustaining 
the Beta Tau Scholarship and in developing 
mini-grants for members. She enjoyed a 
long association with the Sandhills Tennis 
Association, serving as president of the 
group and helping to organize the state 
Sandhills Junior Tournament. She was also 
a member of the State Ranking Committee 
for 16-year-olds.
Melvin Edward Calvert ’71, December 
12, Inman, S.C. He was a Methodist 
minister at churches throughout South 
Carolina. Prior to his ministerial service, 
he worked as an industrial engineer and 
served in the U.S. Navy and U.S. Army.
John Paul Brown, Jr. ’72, February 3, 
Greenville. 
Robert H. Bell ’76, August 18, Mauldin, 
S.C. 
John Cell ’76, January 24, Columbia, 
S.C. A U.S. Navy veteran, he performed 
with the Atlantic Fleet Band and the 
CinClantFlt Brass Quintet. He went on to 
play trombone with many different groups 
in the Columbia area. He was also a math 
expert and Portuguese interpreter.
James Robert Dunaway ’77, February 
5, Green Sea, S.C. He was director of 
bands at Woodruff (S.C.) High School from 
1977 to 1987 and at Green Sea-Floyds 
High School and Middle School from 
1988 to 2011. At Green Sea-Floyds High 
he was voted Teacher of the Year in 1997. 
He was a member of the South Carolina 
Music Education Association, the South 
Carolina Band Directors Association, the 
Music Educators National Conference and the 
American School Band Directors Association. 
Walter Cottingham Henry, M.B.A. ’77, 
November 8, Central, S.C. 
Charles Marion Hanley ’78, October 12, 
Anderson, S.C. He had worked for Owens 
Corning Fiberglass.
Joan Pecorale Schauder, M.A. ’89, 
January 27, Taylors, S.C. She was a reading 
teacher at Camperdown Academy in 
Greenville, a reading specialist at Blythe 
Academy, and a special education resource 
teacher at Greer Middle School. 
Daniel Paul Mimms ’93, December 24, 
Seneca, S.C. He was president of Mimms 
Realty and Development and a member 
of the Tri-County Board of Realtors. He also 
served as president of Palmetto Partners 
and Palmetto Capital.
Angie Edwards Haver ’95, January 29, 
Macon, Ga. A talented artist, she was the 
operations manager and interior designer 
at Market Square Shopping Center. 
Jimmy Carnes, March 5, Gainesville, Fla. 
He coached track and !eld at Furman from
1962 to 1964 and went on to become an
Olympic coach and the !rst executive direc-
tor of what is now the U.S. Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches Association. In 1963 
he led Furman to the Southern Conference 
indoor and outdoor championships. Following 
his tenure at Furman, he coached at Florida 
from 1964 to 1976. He was an assistant 
coach on the men’s 1976 U.S. Olympic team 
and was named head coach of the 1980 
team that boycotted the Moscow Olympics. 
He served on the board for International 
Special Olympics and was inducted into the 
USTFCCCA Hall of Fame in 1998 and the 
USA Track and Field Hall of Fame in 2008. 
He was also a member of the Florida Sports 
Hall of Fame and the Georgia Hall of Fame. 
Since 2008 the USTFCCCA has presented the 
Jimmy Carnes Distinguished Service Award 
to individuals who have given extraordinary 
service to the association and the sport.
Amy Saffell (left) and actress Shannon DeVido share ideas in preparation for the shoot. 
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